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Biography

Short Biography

My full name is Samuel Terrance Weddington, and | am a Teaching
Elder/Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church, USA.
My father was Sam Weddington, and he was a Pentecostal pastor when |
was growing up. As many of you know, my son's name is Samuel
Weddington as well. There have been many Samuels in my family , and
we have a long history of service to the church going back almost three
hundred years.

Nonetheless, those God calls aren't always cooperative. At the age of 16, |
left the Pentecostal church and was not involved with the church for a
long time. However, in college | discovered that | had a passion for the
study of Theology and Philosophy. When | studied Theology and
Philosophy, | discovered that | could be a person who valued reason, while
still being a person of faith. This was a turning point in my life. |
passionately studied Theology, and after graduation, | decided | wanted to
go to seminary at Union Presbyterian Seminary. My initial plan was to
pursue a Ph.D. in Theology and teach.

While | had always known that God wanted me to serve the church, |
always refused to serve the church because | did not want to be a minister,
so | did my best to avoid becoming one. Yet, God would not let me go,
and at the age of 25, | became a member of the Presbyterian Church,

USA. At this time, | also met my lovely wife, Eungyoung "Grace" Kim, who
began seminary when | did. We were married in our second year of
seminary. While in seminary, | began to serve the church as an interning
pastor, preaching every Sunday to small congregations.

When | graduated Union Seminary with my Master's of Divinity degree, |
was also accepted into the Ph.D. program in Theology at Union. My plan
was to study, get a Ph.D., as well as serve a local congregation. However,
while | was serving a small church community and starting my study, my
father became ill with pancreatic cancer. My wife and | had a hard choice
to make. We were both accepted into advance study programs, but we
couldn't study, serve the church, and take care of my father at the same
time. We decided to leave school and take care of my father- it was one of
the best decisions we have made as a family.

By this time, both of our children were born (Sammy and Young-Ji), and
our whole family spent a lot of time with my father before he died in April
of 2007. | preached his funeral. It was hard for me to preside over his
funeral, but | could do it by the grace of God. God gave me the grace to
realize and to share with my family a fundamental realization that has
radically altered my thinking about life, God, relationships and faith. At my
father's funeral, | told my family that while we will miss him and mourn his
loss, we need to realize that he never belonged to us. My father, all of us,
in fact, belong to God, and the time that we spend with one another is
purely a gift from God- EVERYTHING is a gift, without exception.

Today, | am glad that God has given our family the gift over the past two
years to serve your church. We have received the grace of fellowship in
working together for the building up of God's kingdom. Our prayer is that
God will help us continue in God's paths in accordance with God's will.

The joy of Christ,
Rev. Samuel Weddington
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