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2019. 1. 11, 22 (06{5£:0} 7:1~15) 2019, 1. 11, Fri. (Joshua 7:1—15)
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This sense of shared responsibility for sin is mostly foreign to us. We tend to

think of individual sins committed by individuals. This is a low understanding
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%I-E%]-E> E-]’] E] ‘CH'E]_E' E-/]\:} ]4 D]‘ of the power of sin. More appreciation of the power of collective sin would help

us to confront the systemic sins that plague our society and our world, from our
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2019. 1. 12, Sat. (Joshua 7:16—26)

If yesterday’s passage (Joshua 7:1-15) highlighted the positive aspects of collective
guilt for sin (an emphasis on communal relationships and a greater appreciation of the
power of sin, particularly systemic sin), today’s passage showcases its dark side. The

stoning (and burning!) of an entire family is an abomination and utterly indefensible.
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Then what do we do with this passage (and so much of the book of Joshua, which is filled
with God-ordained violence)? We read it through the lens of Jesus Christ, the Word of
God made flesh. In the Gospel of John chapter 8, the scribes and Pharisees bring before
Jesus a woman who has been caught in the act of committing adultery, the penalty for
which was, as it was in Joshua 7, stoning. The religious leaders ask Jesus what they
should do with the woman. Jesus tells them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin
cast the first stone” (John 8:7).
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We should not be eager to throw stones, for we are all guilty. Fortunately, Jesus, the
Word of God made flesh, has taken upon himself our guilt and suffered in his own flesh

the consequences of our sin. He has shown us mercy so that we might be merciful.
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